Late abscess formation after spilled gallstones masquerading as a liver mass.
The most common complication during laparoscopic cholecystectomy is the spillage of stones into the abdominal cavity. Although spillage occurs in 30% of cases, the potential adverse effects of this event are rare and generally manifest within months. When complications do occur, however, they may cause significant morbidity for the patient. We report an unusual case in which an inflammatory mass mimicking a liver tumor developed 5 years after the stones had been lost during a laparoscopic cholecystectomy. We therefore urge all surgeons to make every attempt to retrieve gallstones from the abdominal cavity once they have been accidentally dropped.